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:;PLﬁNNING AND ZONING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING TRANSCRIPT

Ralph H, Shaw II, Chairmanj Eric Lowry, Vice=Chairmanj
Cos Giuffrida, Secy.; Sebastian Passanesij; Betty Matteos
Edward Kalita: Sebastian Garafalo, Alternates =

George Augustine, David Bengtson, Gerald Lentini,

Kent Scully

George A, Reif, Director; Catherine V, Raczka, Ass't,
Director; Althea Rinaldi, Recording Secretary.

Dtvera Cohn, reporter, Middletown Press an¢approximately
125 members of the public at large.

CHATRMAN SHAW
We will call to order the public portion of the meeting

of the Planning and Zoning Commission, I will ask Secy.
Giuffrida to read the call.

SEC'Y, GIUFFRIDA
THE MIDDLETOWN PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION WILL HOLD A

PUBLIC HEARING MAY 14, 1975, STARTING AT 7:30 P,M, IN THE
COUNCIL CHAMBER, MUNICIPAL BUILDING, DE KOVEN DRIVE,
MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT, to consider proposals for the

following:

1, Text Amendment to Zoning Code to designate a Zoning
Code Enforcement Officer, Specifically it is proposed
that the following amendment be made:

ARTICLE V ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT, Section 54,
is amended to read as follows:

_ Section 54, The Director of the Department of Public
Works of the City of Middletown is hereby designated as
the Zoning Enforcement Officer for the City of Middle=
town with full power and authority to enforce these
regulations,

CHM, SHAW

You have heard the beginning of the call, This ocall has_been
published in the Middletown Press twice - Saturday, May 3rd
and Saturday, May 10th, thereby making it a legal call, This
is the first item only. We will read each successive item as
we get to it in the course of the meeting, As is our custom,
I will ask people who are here for a particular proposal to
smgak first = those wh¢fare in opposition will be asked to
speak second, During the couse of it, you will find that we
have various people from the Commission asking questions and
also staff members will be adding various points too. All

of this meeting proceeding -~ the public hearing portion of
our meeting - will be recorded for a transcript minutes of
this meeting, Anyone who wishes to speak will be asked to
come forward, identify himself, and - as much as possible =
to make free statements regarding the particular proposal.
George, would you like to speak to this item please,

MR, REIF o
Yes,

Probably the clearest explanation is the memorandum from
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He says to the Commission = In reviewing several zoning enforce-~
ment matters, I have found that there is no officer of the City
of Middletowm clearly designated and authorized to enforce Middle-
town's zoning regulations, I am aware that the Planning and
Zoning Commission, at a meeting held August 28, 1974, that a
resolution designated John Of'Brien, Director of the Department of
Public Works, as the enforcement officer, However, in order to be
legally vested in that authority, an officer must be designated
in the Zoning regulations, Present zoning regulations do not
contain a designation of the Director of the Department of Public
Works as the zoning enforcement officer, Therefore, it will be
necessary to amend the zoning regulations following the same
procedures as any other amendment as required by Section 8=3 of

" the CGeneral Statutes, It is imperative that the regulations be
amended as soon as possible, I recommend that the following

_ amendment be made:

HARTICLE 5 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT, Section 54,
is amended to read as follows:

Section 54, The Director of the Department of Public
Works of the City of Middletown is hereby designated as
the Zoning Enforcement Officer for the City of Middletown
with full power and authority to enforce these regulations
Signed Francis O'Neill, City Attorney. '

CHM, SHAW
Thank you., I think that the intent is pure help., Is there anyone

present who wishes to speak about this proposition? For or
against? Now = I believe we can move on to the second item,
SEC'Y GIUI'FRIDA '
Ttem 2: Request for Special Exception to permit a substitute SPECIAL
use for a previously granted special exception land EXCEPTIO
use at the former A.E.P. building on High St, by the N
Zygo Corp. Applicant and Owner: Wesleyan University. A.E.P. BUILDINC
HIGH STREET
CHM, SHAW
I believe Mr, Frederickson is present to make the presentation,

MR, FREDERICKSON

Mr, Chairman, members of the Commission: My name is Nils Frederickson
I am director of planning at Wesleyan University. I appreciate very
much the opportunity to appear here tonight to present in person
Wesleyan'!s application for a substitute special exception permit for
Wesleyan-owned property located at 55 High Street in Middletown, In
accordance with Section 44,07.01 of the Middletown Zoning Code,
entitled Termination of Granted Special Exception Use, The property
in question consists of approximately three acres of land and a iwo
story building, a modern office huilding containing about 45,000
square feet of space with access from Beach Street which I have
indicated on the map which I have submitted, I don't know if I
should show it to the Commissioners at this point, This is High St,,
this is Beach Street, and the main entrance is off Beach Street

into the property with parking for 110 cars provided on site, This
building was completed in the fall of 1961 to accommodate Wesleyan's
Department of School Services and Publications which, at that tinme,
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was comprised of the American Education Publications and the
Wesleyan Press, In 1965 American Education Publications and the
property were sold to the Xerox Corporation, The University

Press was retained by Wesleyan University and relocated to River-
view Center, The Xerox Corporation continued to operate the
Amrican Education Publications at 55 High Street until 1970 when
Xerox moved the Publications organization to a new facility on

Long Hill Road, At that time, Wesleyan University repurchased the
property at 55 High Street with a view to leasing the facility until
such a time when Wesleyan would need the facility for university-
related functions., The facility has remained vacant since then due to
our inability to find a tenant for the facility., The property is
located in an R=3 zone and the original use =~ educational promising
organization = was permitted as a special exception use in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Middletown Zoning Code, 1In 1972
this Code was amended by the adoption of' Section 44,07,01, titled

'Tbrmination of Granted Special Exception Use, which makes provisions

for the application for a substitute use of a facility in case of
termination of an original special exception land use, This
application for a substitute use is now necessitated by the appear-
ance of a possible tenant for the huilding or part thereof, This
possible tenant is the Zygo Corporation of Middlefield, Connecticut,
who is considering leasing space in the building for a period of up to
two years while they are expanding their present facilities in
Middlefield to meet a growing demand for its products. The Zygo

Corp., is considering leasing initially about 10,000 square feet =~

that is about one fourth of this space =~ to accommodate about

thirty five employees, with the possibility of later adding another
10,000 square feet to accommodate a total of no more than eighty
employees, The lease would run for approximately twenty-~four months,
The proposed functions consist of a design, drafting, engineering,
marketing, administration and light assembly of precision instruments =
that is to say a laser tillometric system capable of very high precision
measurements, Approximately 20% of the employees would be engaged in
instrument assembly ~ working hours would be from 8:00 a,m, to 5:00p.n,
no chemicals are used and no noise or pollutants of any kind would

be generated, Traffic volumes would be low since it is estimated that
only 100 instruments would be shipped per year =~ that is to say about
two per week - and the components to be assembled are small and will,
all be manufactured elsewhere and delivered to the site by United
Parcel Service trucks, It appears that the proposed re~use is not
dis=-similar to the uses permitted under the original special exception =
that is to say editing, art work and processing of mail orders and

that the potential impact of the proposed re~use under neighboring uses
and the surrounding area might, if anything, be less than that of

the original special exception use, Furthermore, granting a substitute
special exception in this case would seem to be desirable from a
community point of view since Zygo's view to the facility would provide
new jobs for the local labor market, 1In addition to the site plan I
have submitted, Mr, Chairman, I have some photographs of what we have
defined as light assembly for review by the members of the Commission
to enable you to understand what we are proposing, I wouldn't say

that this is like glueing feathers together, but it's damn close to

it, (laughter) I think the emphasis here is on the similarity of

uses to what was permitted under the original special exception use,
and that whatever little assembly which might be the new function that
might take place is very light and is very much comparable to what

used to be there =~ like printing, transmittal of copy by tailor writers,
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and what nots-of the basic printing platinumhhigh, and so forth.
CHM. SHAW - |

George, before we go further, do you have any comments to make
about this?

MR. REEIF

- Strictly land use {(rest of sentence inaudible due to malfunctioning

recorder).

N

CHM. SHAV

Nils - there's a couple of questions that I have. One of them has
to do with the length of time. You say two years. How affirmative
are we? :

MR. FREDERICKSON

Well, I think at the moment it appears to be pretty firm. Zygo is
on the verge of a major breakthrough in science technology and they
have developed this new instrument which is very difficult to
describe, but it is a combination essentially of a lazer measuring
device and a weedout box. If you can envision a small wood-turning
lathe where, instead of the wood being turned, you have a lazer
beam. If I were to stick this pencil in, T could immediately weed
out the diameter up to a millionth ofa fraction. If this was to be
an oval object, the weedout would give you the average. It's a
very sophisticated instrument which has almost a global significance
and they're marketing this project now practically all over the

world. '

CHM. SHAW | :
Sir - really - it was not the product so much as length of time.

MR. FREDERICKSCN
Well, I'm coming to that. In order to get this product in production,

they need to expand their present facilities in Middlefield, which
are quite limited. That is why they are looking for an entering
location - hopefully to start off almost tomorrow. I think that a
24 month term is quite realistic. I think one perhaps (inaudible
few words) at this point. We are aiming at 24 months - or they are.

COMM. PASSANESI
(Inaudible) beyond 24 months?

MR. FREDERICKSOCN

Not at. this point.

COMM. PASSANESI
(Inaudible) accept that (inaudible)

MR. FREDERICKSON
Yes. That's why I spelled it out. Of course, we would like to

have it forever - but we have to settle for 24,

COMM. PASSANEST
(Inaudible) -~ more than 24 months = (inaudible)

MR. FREDERICKSON
(Inaudible) put that in the application. Twenty four months.,
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gOMM. LOWRY
(Inaudible) -very long range or - (inaudible)

MR. FREDERICKSON
T spelled it out in our application. We had hoped not to -
well, we're planning to use the building at this point. We bought

_this in terms of very long range planning and we have no immediate

uses for the building; and, as I said on the application, the idea
was to try to find a suitable tenant who would lease the building
until such a time that we would need it for university-related
functions. Our problem is the commercial office market in Connec-
ticut is very poor and has been very poor for several years.

INAUDIBLE Question from Commission Member -

MR. FREDERICKSON | - ;
(Inaudible) maybe 20, 25, 30 years. '

COMM. MATTEO
Nils - the building has been vacant for five years?

MR. FREDERICKSON
For five years.

COMM. MATTEO
It's owned by Wesleyan?

- MR. FREDERICKSON

Yes.

COMM. MATTEO
You're tax exempt. Do you pay taxes on that building?

MR. FREDERICKSON
We have an understanding and arrangement with the City that any

property that Wesleyan either acquires or that we may change its
function so it becomes tax exempt, it would be eased off the tax
rolls over a ten year period; so, in other words, this building
which was bought about four or five years ago is being eased of £
with a 10% reduction in the assessed evaluation per year. Now if,
obviously, we were to consider this kind of lease a part of the
building, I would assume that we would reach another agreement
with the City so there would be perhaps a proportionate reduction
rather than a 100% reduction.

COMM. MATTEOC
That would seem fair.

MR. FREDERICKSON
So - it would be a proportionate - We would not expect to have a

comple te -

COMM. MATTEO
Well, how much of a reduction are you on now?

MR. FREDERICKSON
Well, T think it is down to about 80%, in this current tax year.
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coMM: MATTEOQO
You're paying 80% of the value?

MR. FREDERICKSON
The assessed evaluation - yes.

COMM. MATTEO

~You're paying 80% =

COMM. KALITA
Can you recall what the employment was when Xerox -

MR. FREDERICKSON
When Xerox left the building at 55 High Street and moved to Long Lane,

they had 220.

COMM. KALITA
And there was adequate parking? .

MR. FREDERICKSON
Yes. Well, I don't know. There is permitted curb parking on the

adjacent streets and I would guess that there was some parking on
the adjacent streets; but it's hard to - I say - you know -

COMM. KALITA
What is their parking facllity right now?

MR. FREDERICKSON
110

COMM. KALITA
110 ~

MR. FREDERICKSON
110 cars - yes.

COMM. KALITA
In your mind right now, is there a pissibility that - with a change

in this exception like this - a date could come for th where
Wesleyan may want to sell this building? '

MR. FREDERICKSON

Tt is hard for me to say, sir. Again, as I said earlier, our basic
reason for purchasing this property back from the Xerox was to
protect, if you will, Wesleyan's long range plans which we don't
know at this point, - but if you know YWesleyan's location - on one
side we have cemeteries and on the other side we have Washington
Street which is a tremendous traffic barrier. On. the east we have
downtovn so, in the very long range,- this is perhaps the only area
in which we could go -~ if we had to go - we don't know if we willj
but we thought as a matter of prudent protection of our long range
interest, we should buy this property back from Xeroxe.

. COMM. KALITA

Well, at the same token, wouldn't it be of an interest point here -
I mean - the gentleman spoke there about a limitation but, at the
same time, a restriction that these - the special exeeption would

not- be valid upon a sale too.
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CHM. SHAW .
The new owner would have to reapply is what you're saying.

COMM. KALITA
Definitely - definitely.

MR. FREDERICKSON
Wetre fully cognizant of that but, in a sense, the Zoning Code

does permit for that kind of re-application by virtue of the section,
but that is not what we're considering tonight. This is a specific
substitute permit we areapplying for .

COMM. AUGUSTINE -
Is there any University parking allowed on this property?

MR. FREDERICKSON
No sir. : ) -

CHM. SHAW
It's too far removed from the main campus for the University people -~

MR. FREDERICKSON
And that is why we are not using it for academic functions at this

point; it's just too peripheral a location.

CHM. SHAW
Any other questions? Is there anyone in the public who -

COMM. KALITA
Is this eight to five - a five day week? Do you know?- or six

day, seven day week?

MR. FREDERICKSON
T think there is basically a five day week - a few of the engineers

might come in Saturday morning to fiddle around the instruments,
but basically it's a five -

COMM. KALITA
Xerox was strictly a five day - right? ,

COMM. MEMBER '
You think you might limit the assembly portion to five days -

MR. FREDERICKSON
T am sure it would be. Yes, there might be just some engineers -

If I may, Mr. Chairman, in concluding remarks, emphasize the fact
that Zygo is on the verge of a major breakthrough and, although
eventually the plant - the expander plant - will be in Middlefield,
1 think that this will mean a significant contribution to the
greater Middletown labor market in general and also, perhaps if I
may, wish to emphasize the enormous cost to Wesleyan of having

this building sitting empty right now. We estimate that it's
costing about $80,000 a year. Forth of this would be taxes and
the rest just minimum upkeep and utilities to protect the build-

ing .

CHM. SHAW
Thank you. Is there anyone from the public who wishes to speak in
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favor of this proposition? Anyone at all? Is there anyone who
wishes to speak in opposition to it? Anyone? Thank you Nils.
Hearing none, we will move on to Item No. 3.

SEC'Y GIUFFRIDA
REQUEST FOf

Item 3: Request for Special Exception to operate a privatetlubSpECIAL
located at 44 Walnut Street, an R-3 zone. Applicant: EXCEPTION
John Davis. Owners: Salvatore and Sebastian Mazzotta.
- PRIVATE

CHM. SHAW _ _ CLUB AT
Counsel - I believe you've missed my openipg remarks, which I 44 YALNUT
am sure that you already know, is that you identify vourself fQ%TREET
the record so that we know -

MR. WILLTAMS
sure -~

CHM. SHAW
who you are and who you're representing.

ATTY. WILLIAMS .
Mr. Chairman, Members of the Board, - My name is Earl Williams.
I'm a lawyer from New Haven and this man I represent, the Good
Will Social Club and Mr. John Davis, who's a long-time friend and
client of mine. You havethe petition on hand and you're aware of
what we request. I would like to tell you initially something
about my client, the Good Will Social Club. The club is a private
club consisting of approximately 100 adult members. It is not
open to the general public and only members and their guests are
allowed. The club is no different from the Knights of Columbus

or any similar type club. The club is run on a similar basis as
the Knights of Columbus Club is run. It has been in existence
approximately 13 years., Its present president is Mr. John Davis
who is an imminent citizen of Middletown, having resided here some
47 years. He is a member of the Board of the Redevelopment Agency
and a Justice of the Peace. Simply put - the club is a place

for the members to gather and socialize - there's no dancing,

no picnics, just a place to socialize and assemble. It does have
a liquor permit, just as the Knights of Columbus club has a
permit. My client's present location is at 76 Union Street, but
this building is scheduled for demolition. I have here several
letters from the Redevelopment Agency to the Club membership
advising them that this building is scheduled for demolition, and
the time table for their removal is long past. In fact, the time
for their removal was in 1972. Now - my client has tried dilig-
ently to find a location to move. While I believe it was the
obligation of the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Middletown
to find a place on the federal guidelines, the burden has been
placed upon him. He initially tried to buy the VFW building.

He went so far as to prepare contract to buy the building. He

was able to raise $35,000 in cash and secure the $80,000 mortgage
from the Middletown Savings Bank to buy this building. The contract
was signed, it was presented to thehational headquarters, and it
was refused, Here was a willing buyer and supposedly a willing
seller. The building was for sale. It was denied. There was

no reason for the denial. I suppose you can guess why it was
denied. The second building that my client tried to acquire was
located at 501-505 Main Street. This building was for sale by

the Saint John Church Corp. Again, a contract was prepared - I
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have here in my file a contract. It was prepared, it was signed
by my client, it was taken by the Council and referred to the
pishop. A decision washade by the Council and the bishop to
reject my client's contract, although he was a ready and willing
and able buyer. Not only did he have the money, but he had a
mortgage. There was no reason for the denial. I suppose you

can guess why the sale didn't go through. The building was
advertised for sale. It had been on the market for a long time,
but after my client signed the contract, it was forwarded - back
came a denial. As I read - ah, look at the area where we proposed
to locate, it is already a highly industrialized area. It is

down by the river. Although the area is marked on your Zoning

Map R-3, the area is basically commercialized, and has been
commercialized for a very long period of time. Many factories

are down there. In fact, the area i5 full of non-conforming

uses, and in my research of the zoning records in City Hall,

I could find no applications having been presented for the use -
that it has been put to; but basically it is an industrial area,

a factory area. There's a construction company across the street,
there's the Kelsey Paper Company fronting the building. The
building that my client proposes to buy itself is a commercial
building - owned by a contractor. So this area is not really

R~3., Now, as I read theZoning law of your fair city, a private
club is permissible in an R-3, residential section, provided

a special exception is granted; but under certain conditions -
I've tried to ly out these conditions for you., I'm sure you're
well aware what these conditions are - First of all, the private
club should not constitute a nuisance. Webster's dictionary
defines "nuisance" as a condition or thing that creates disturbance
or noige or creates distraction. Unless you can conclude that

100 peoyle per se a nuisance, then I can hardly see how operation
of a private club by these people would create a nulsance - unless
you conclude the people a nuisance per se themselves. Who would
be disturbed? The area is basically a factory area containing a
majority of factory locations (sounds like locations). That's
another aspect of it - noise. At no time would noise be a factor.
The place is booming with noise already. There's a construction
company, there's a paper company, there are other operations in
that area. There is a highway that cuts through the area heavily
laden with traffic. So noise, as I see it, is not a factor. It
is a brick building - totally enclosed - there's off-street parking
so, consequently, noise should not be a factor. Now traffic -
certainly with my client going in that area traffic would not be
increased that much. There is already heavy traffic in that area.
As I said before, it is industrialized. We have trucks going to
and for, we have business people going to and for, we have a main
highway going in that area, there's already traffic in that area -
so I can't see why a privateclub as I described it, would create
any additional traffic. After all, I tried to find out - I did
find out - the location of the Knights of Columbus building which
is on Route 72 in the heart of a residential area, and I'm sure the
Knights of Columbus have 100 members, but they exist there. Now
the number of people, as I have told you, consists of - at the
maximum - 100 people. Not all of these people go to the club,

I am sure not all of the Knights of Columbus members gather all at
one time. So the number of people again, as I see it, is not

a factor. Not a factor (inaudible word) that club membership
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is restricted to guests and members, the club membership is not
composed of children; is not composed of minors; it is composed
of adult males, The other aspect of that - your law, would the
use be harmonized #hith the neighborhood? Well, the neighborhood

already is a factory area, My client's use of that building may
be an improvement, After all, there are several thuildings and I
have some photographs -~ they're not too good - but you can see
that several buildings in this area are either unused or in a
dis~sheveled condition, Therets a condemned house. 20 feet away
from the building - there's a garage and parking lot directly
across the street from the building = the Kelsey Paper Co,., which
is a large, brick-style house on this lot is proposed - they
proposed to sell that building so my client would be a (sounds
1ike Mclient of it"), There is a condemned house up the street,
maybe about 100 feet away, and the receiving depot of Kelsey
Paper Co, is around the corner, There is also a chemical plant
100 yards away, and a building and parking lot containing much
construction equipment, I leave these pictures for your perusal, ~
Gentlemen = I feel that, considering the totality of the area,
what it's present situation is, what it's present use is, that
there is really no reason why this petition shouldn't be granted
to my client, He is a (sounds like "citizen -~ people that 1livée9)
here in this town, I see no reason, I think we come within

the law, Now, I have a letter from the Redevelopment Agency of
this fair City of Middletown, and they're in support of the client
acquiring this building. I don't know whether you have that
letter for record but.I am going to leave you my COpYy.

MR, RELF
We have a copy.

ATTY, WILL_AMS

We have a willing buyer and we have a willing seller ~ Mr,
Mazzotta, I believe, Oh, you have a copy. Finally, we have
been able to put it together, Not only do we have a willing
buyer ~ we got a willing seller at last., We've gotten over the
problems that welve had heretofore, All that is left to be is
for this Board to consider my clients not a nuisance per se
but people and citizens of Middletown, and grant, them a right
to - to exist, I know of nothing in connection with this club
which would deny them a right to locate, Certainly, they're not
a nuisance unless, as I said before, you consider them as people

a nuisance,

CHM, SHAW
Thank you very much,

ATTY, WILLIAMS
I have a couple of people that would like to speak, I understand

that the seller's agent is here -~ Mr, Salvatore Mazzotta,

MR, SHAUN CASHMAN )
I am not Salvatore Mazzotta,

ATTY, WILLIAMS
I beg your pardon for that, I would ask this gentleman to have

something to say in connection with this situation.
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MR, CASHMAN
My name is Shaun Cashman = not Salvatore Mazzotta =

ATTY, WILLIAMS
T beg your pardon again,

MR, CASHMAN i :
That's all right, T am the agent for Mr, = Misters Mazzotta.

As we all know, what has befell the city in the south end is the

. redevelopment and, through the redevelopment, we have now found

ourselves in a situation where people like Mr, Davis can't relocate,
because most of the business district has been taken over, and

now we find ourselves in a situation where we must ask for

special exception, I don't see anyone from the Redevelopment
Commission here to speak vocally and make an appearance other

than the letter that was here, The relocation officer has been

very helpful behind the scenes to us, ah = but his presence here
would have added tothis, . , -

coMM, MATTEO
They're still meeting and I left them in progress.

MR, CASHMAN
Woll, he intimated to me that he would be here to speak on behalf

of Mr, Davis =~ but that!s neither here nor there, I find,
personally, that the situation = being from Middletowm, living in
Middletown most of my life — I am aware of the situation and the
area that Mr, Davis is looking to relocate, As the attorney has
pointed out, we do have a willing buyer and a willing seller and
I feel, personally, that there is no reason why this special
exception should not he granted at this time to Mr, Davis,

ATTY, WILLIAMS
Thank you very much sir, I would like to note for this Commission

the letter from the Redevelopment Agency = it is signed today =~ ah-
yesterday, May 13th, The last paragraph is consistent with the
agency's policy to give all project area businesses an opportunity
to continue in business, We ask your cooperation favorably to
consider a special exception required by the social club here,

In effect, if my client is not permitted to locate, he is out of
business, Now, I don?t know what has happened to him = why he
couldn't. pull through these other contracts = but this is actually
the first time we've been in a situation where we had somebody
like the agent coming here and saying they're willing to sell; so
T would certainly want you to give this last speaker's statements

.a great deal of credence, Now, T would like my client to say

something, You probably know him, He has lived here for 47 years
and he is a member of the Board and a citizen of this town so

. Mr, Davis = would you have something please?

MR, DAVIS .
Well, I'm not much of a speaker, 0f course, I want to apologize

for coming in smoking, I didn't realize.

coMM, MATTEO
I do it all the time,
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MR, DAVIS '
The last time I was here I was able to do it, but I think this

is a necessity, Now all we ask is for this place to assemble
that these people can call their c¢lub and our place, Itt's all
right if they want to go up Main St, or go somewhere else to a
place, but in the end they want to come to their place, Now,

T know I like it that way. I get around with the other people
and I enjoy myself with them, but in the very end I appreciate
_being with the Black people when I want to let my hair down., If
T want to call them black =~ if I want to call them nigger =
something ~ I can do it; but later on somebody else gonna do it,
and they're not going to like it. So, if you'll give this thing
con~ some consideration, I'd sure appreciate it, That's all
from me, : :

CHM, SHAW
Thank you, Counsel =~ do you have anything else you would like

to present before we proceed?

ATTY, WILLIAMS
No, sir, Thank you very much sir,

CHM, SHAW
George, do you have any conments to make .

MR, REIF
Yes, We have the memorandum from the Redevelopment Agency.

Would you like it read into the record or have you heard part
of it?

coMM, MEMBER
Yes,

MR, REIF

A1l right, It's dated May 13, 1975, It's from the Middletown
Redevelopment Agency to the City Planning and Zoning Commission
regarding a special exception application. The Middletown
Redevelopment Agency is in the process of assisting the Good Will
Social Club at 7?6 Union St. with its relocation :to a new location,
This business must be relocated immediately in order for the agency
to maintain its schedule of site improvements on Union Street,
Congistent with the agency's policy to give all project area
businesses an opportunity to continue in business, we ask your
cooperation in favorably considering a special exception required
for the Good Will Social Club to relocate,

CHM, SHAW
Thank you, George, Do you have any other comments about this at

all?

MR, REIF :
No, other agencies have not been solicited because it's basically

a land use problem,

CHM, SHAW
All right., Before I open this to the general public for discussion,
T suspect there are some questions of the Copmissioners which I'd

like to get to.



_('

e

Public Hearing
May 14, 1975
Page 13 of 35

COMM, PASSANEST
I have one, I didn't quite follow, Counselor, Did you say that
you were prepared or about to purchase additional land in addition

to this piece that you're (inaudible word)?

ATTY, WILLIAMS | |
Well, my client will acquire the entire piece, There is a front

piece and a back piece, sir.

CHM, SHAW

.The one with the small house on it is included in the total

parcel?

ATTY, WILLIAMS
That is correct, sir,

CoMM, PASSANESI
You mean this?

ATTY, WILLIAMS
The front piece,

COMM, PASSANESI
This? The whole thing?

ATTY, WILLIAMS
Yes sir,

COMM, PASSANEST
Did I understand in addition to this?

ATTY, WILLIAMS
Yes sir.,

COMM, PASSANESI
-~ that you are preparing to purchase another piece?

ATTY, WILLIAMS
TPhere's a vacant house next door that's condemned,,Il believe,

and my client desires to acquire that for additipnal parking
space,

COMM, PASSANEST
Next door., North? Or South?

ATTY, WILLIAMS '

.Phat would be south, south, On the south side,

COMM, PASSANESI
Is the parcel as large as this one?

ATTY, WILLIAMS
Tt's bigger ~ it's about the same, Similar size,

COMM, PASSANESI
How many cars would it accommodate?

MR, DAVIS
About sixty -~ fifty or sixty.
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ATTY, WILLIAMS
If it come necessary, I wouldn't think there would be s0 many

there,

COMM, PASSANESI '
So, in addition to this, you are thinking about purchasing

additional =

CATTY, WILLIAMS

No question about that ~ but we've awaited the situation, We

- didn't expect to get this far but thanks to this kind gentleman

here we did get to this far,

comMM, MEMBER
Now, I haven't really asked any questions because I didn't quite

understand,

ATTY, WILLIAMS o
Well, that is what I wanted to say to you - that my client is

planning to acquire additional property ~ that condemned house
there that borders on the property.

COMM, PASSANESI
It is contiguous to this piece,

ATTY, WILLIAMS
It is contiguous,

CHM, SHAW
The question, obviously, stems around what appears to be a lack

of really adequate parking for that many members from the plot
plan which we have here, .

ATTY, WILLIAMS
Yes sir, I hope I adequately answered that,

COMM, MATTEOQ .
What are the requirements here? What are the parking requirements?

MR, REIF .
One parking space for every 200 square feet,

COMM, MATTEO
And how many square feet?

MR, CASHMAN
‘Eleven parking spaces,

MR, RELF

Multiply the dimensions of the building you have here and then
divide it by 200 ~ you need ten parking spaces, However, if I
may continue ~ there's no parking been provided for the house and
ith important to know, I think, (inaudible = 3 people talking)
that the house will be part of this complex,

MR, CASHMAN
T.don't know what his intentions are with the howe, but the front

house is part of this, as it'!s shown on this plot plan, That is
the entire package,.
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CHM, SHAW
It would be necessary for you to provide parking for the house

regardless of how it is used,

COMM, TTEO
Unlessgit was coming down,

MR, CASHMAN
As you see the plot plan here, there is additional =~ thers are

grass areas in the entranceway~ the fourteen foot wide entrance-

"way which would give you ample area,

MR, REIF
One more space without any trouble,

coMM, MATTEO o
One more space is what you need for the house, right?

MR, CASHMAN
There is a grass area that is extensive ~ not extensive but here

on the southerly side of the property line and the entrance to
the driveway at the throat of the driveway there is ample room

for additional parking space,

COMM, PASSANESI
Well, we don't know where the property lines are, What you're

saying is that probably another car can be put there,

MR, CASHMAN
Yeos,

MR, PASSANESI .
The gquestion is also now = will the house come down or is that
going to remain?

ATTY, WILLIAMS
Well, we haven't got to that point yet sir,

COMM, PASSANESI
The answer then would be that it would not come down.

ATTY. WILLIAMS
We Just don't know until we find out some resolution of this

matter before the Board. There's a possibility - there's a
strong possibility that the property will be destroyed. Wetve

made efforts to acquire property next door - that property

is available. It can be readily acquired by my client. He
has the means and I understand the prople concerned with that
property have no objections to disposing of it.

COMM. KALITA
Would you know when this rear building was built?

MR. CASHWMAN
wOuld I know?

COMM. KALITA
Yes.
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MR. CASHMAN
T believe it says on the assessors card that it was 1970.

COMM, KALITA
19707

MR. CASHMAN
I believe. Don't hold me to that.

COMM. KALITA
Does the rear building have water and sewerage to it?

MR. CASHMAN
Yes, it does.

COMM, MATTEO
That's a new building.

ATTY. WILLIAMS
It is a new building.

CHM. SHAW
Ttm still not absolutely clear which parcel this is. Where is
River Road?

MR, CASHMAN
River Road is north of this section,.

CHM. SHAW
Along the side of this property?

MR. CASHMAN
No. It's down.

CHM. SHAW
Is it one property removed?

MR. CASHMAN
Two, two

CHM. SHAW .
Where is the parking lot which Kelsey Pgper (rest of sentence

inaudible)

MR. CASHMAN
There is a house that separates the parking area from Mr. Davis.

- CHM. SHAW _

OK - All right.

MR. CASHMAN

Another abutting property.

CHM. SHAW
OK

COMM. MATTEO
There's a house in between here.

CHM. SHAW
I had it really in my mind as being the River Road side of that.
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MR. CASHMAN '

" As you go up Walnut Street, heading in a southerly direction,

it would be one - two - I believe it would be your third house,
then there's a large blacktop area that takes you into the back.
The building is set back some hundred and twenty three feet from

the road. :

CHM. SHAW
The large building -

MR. CASHMAN
The large building, yes.

COMM. AUGUSTINE
What was it used for before, Shaun?

MR. CASHMAN
It's now for storage for construction equipment and two offices -

upstairs with toilét facilities upstairs.

COMM. BENGTSON
What are the club hours? The hours of operation?

MR. DAVIS
Same as any other liquor —--

COMM., BENGTSON

‘Twelve to one?

MR. DAVIS
Well, during the week it is - ahem - we don't have no special

opening time.

ATTY. WILLTAMS

It's a private clib, but we got a special closing time which is
1:00 up till Friday - they give us 2:00; Saturday - 2:00; 11:00
sunday. It's the same regulation. The club is organized some

of the laws of the State of Conn.

CHM. SHAW .
Do you have dancing?

MR. DAVIS
No, Sir. We ain't got that room. We'd like to.

CHM. SHAW
Will you have?

ATTY., WILLIAMS
No, sir. There's no dancing, no picnics, no - I think I made that

my opening remark.

CHM. SHAW ‘
I'm just checking with Mr. Davis.

" ATTY. WILLIAMS

Oh - (laughter) No, we don't have -
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CHM. SHAW

. Unless you're coming up from New Haven for parties.

ATTY. WILLIAMS
Mr. Davis invites me to his home.

CHM. SHAW |
Any other questions from the Commission?

COMM. KALITA _
Are both floors to be utilized.in this building?

MR. DAVIS
Yes. We're gonna have - we're figuring to have upstairs a pool

table - a couple of pool tables and an office up there which is
already there. :

COMM. KALITA 3
OK. With that statement — wouldn't that be doubling the square

footage of occupancy?

MR. REIF
Are there two floors that are going to begbccupied?

MR. CAHSMAN -
There's not two floors. What there is - the upper area there

is an office space probably 20 feet long - 20 foot long .is now

used for an office area and there's a small bal cony area that's
just used for storage - that's all it is and it's propped up to
use. It's like a loft really.

COMM. KALITA
Yet it's iucreased footage for the building, isn't 1it?

MR. CASHMAN
No. I wouldn't call it that,

COMM. MATTEO
Well, when it was built, didn't it have to meet the parking require-
ments at the time? For that building and the footage?

COMM. KALITA
Well, I think the key question is going to become important to us,

especially with the 8.3 boundary line.

MR. REIF
It it was built as a garage or storage place probably.

MR. CASHMAN
Some guestion about whether or not it was built -

COMM. MATTEO .
I don't know what it was built for.

MR. REIF :

Tf it was bullt as a garage, then it didn't have any requirements.
It was meeting some other requirements. 1It's the new use that's
creating the new requirements; and the requirement under the Code
is one space for every 200 square feet whether they're on one level
or two or more levels.
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7 COMM. KALITA

George, I want to ask you a question - If the toilet facilities
are now in the upstairs level, that still would be adequate to

the use.

MR. REIF

"Right. TIt's grass floor area.

COMM. KALITA
Right.

MR. REIF
Everything.

COMM. MATTEO
Have you figured out what it is, George?

MR. REIF
Well, we don't know what the area is upstairs. We have the

dimensions right on this drawing for the building itself. It
comes out to approximately 2,000 sq. feet and it's easy to
figure out that you need ten parking spaces. Fhehouse requires
two off-street parking spacee, so that's twelve. They show 11
and we agree that it's relatively easy to adjust the grass area
to provide another parking space. This new dimension of the
second level would produce another requirement.

CHM. SHAW '

Any other questions? I am now going to open the meeting to
members of the public-who wish to speak. Let me restate the rules
we would like to use: I'll ask people who are in favor of this
proposal to speak first and after all of those have spoken, I will
ask anyone who is opposed to this proposal. I would ask that

'you keep your comments as brief as possible. Try not to be more

repetitive than is necessary. I think we'll get the gist of whether
you're for or against rather quickly. Now, with those simple rules-
I'll ask -~ Is there anyone who wishes to speak for this proposal?
Cup - T see you - You must want to speak.

COMM, MATTEO
You know!

)

MR. JAMES MOODY

You should get some more seats back there. I live at 2 Maplewood
Terrace. I would like to kind of reminisce in a manner of speaking.
This is a sort of nostalgia anyhow. First social club was founded
by blacks - it was the Forest City Social Club, That was back in
1933 or prior = you understand me - and in order to get together,
they met at the lighthouse down on - you know - the end of Center

Street - Magnano's house. We all got along together then, didn't

we? OK. And it operated until thelate 50's. OK-activities,
Christmas parties for children every vear - people inducted into
service - big party for them - big going away party. Burial work -
community work - community work meaning that your name didn't have
to go on the agenda because your family was poor and hungry. There
was something for you. The pool room - we had some fights but no
police -~ we were right across from theold police station right

up on the big town clock over there now.
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Now, here we come for our work now - we work on social things -

“fashion shows - work for church. I am going to come back again -

last time - but where do we go from here? There's a place that

we want to be -~ there's a place that - Knights of Ceolumbus and I
mean - it would be hard for a Baptist - TI'd go out there and

they'd put me in Valley Hospital or something. like that. But, I
mean, my people would understand that - sometime you like to be

with your ovn. So, I'll tell you, this thing started a long time
ago. The man that helped start this thing happens to be sitting

out here. A long time ago - I'm not going to tell his age but Bill-
Sneed used to be - well, he called himself a center fielder for

the Newfield Cardinals-that was years ago. I was about yea high and
I'm an~old man so it goes back quite a bit. So, where do we go from
here? That's all, I mean - we want some place to go. That's about
the size of it. Thank vyou.

CHM . SHAW . : , B
Thank you. '

WILLIAM SNEED, JR.
I am not the center fielder, and I am with the Human Relations

Department. It seems to me that the minorities of the City have
sort of been manipulated any number of times in the same area,
Redevelopment has cut a piece of this area now for about the third
time and in all of this, no one has ever been relocated., Many of
the black businesses that were in there - you know — they had a
restaurant, a cleaners, a package store — these are livlihoods for
people and families who have been dispersed, and the businesses
have been closed. The people are out of business, and I think it's
time the City has soom responsibility as to what happens to people
when you move in to take over their land andput up something that
you want., Now, what you've done is you've taken down businesses
and you're putting more businesses right there. Well, you know,
you could have beautified thase. I think -~ the only thing wetre

- asking is that there is a place these people can go. You're going to

have to corral people during the hot months. Now, if vyou're talk-
ing about having a city a peaceful city and try to have good inner
relations, what aregyou going to do with - you know - there's just

a couple. What do you do in the summer when it:comes - you know,
Preventative medicine is probably the best. I think we are pre-
judging a lot of things. I don't know what their concerns are -
you know -~ for not wanting someone in an area but whatever they

are, I think we're prejudging that because we can't see it, I

think the attorney indicated that some of you belong to some other
clubs that he's checked (inaudible) in areas, and we don't know

how they got there because there are no applications on some of
these things but he didn't call all of them. There are some others -
there's now - the house that this ¢lub is holding now, the former
occupants have moved into another area the same as this one with
parking for probably six or seven cars surrounded by houses and
factories. In fact, they're right next door to a house on two sides
and across the street from five or six. You're not concerned so

'much about parking when it's some of the other side and that's

what I think it has to come down to. T think the City has the
responsibility to see that some of these people get a place some-
where. We're talking about a man who has a family - a man who
has been in business for a long time. Now, I agree with what's
in your heart. T know vou!re medb metoe oo, J2oee WAL W .
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worried about noise, fighting and - that will happen anywhere.

- Tt will happen in your house if you don't govern it, but you see,

the only thing we ask for is the same kind of justice that you
get in your neighborhood. If I do something wrong in mine, arrest

. me. Do what you should do. If you do it in yours, it'1ll be done;

but you see, for a long period of time in this city - in this one
particular area - andnot only in this city, in cities around thé
country - in a predominately black and Puerto Rican area - a5

long as you are fighting amongd each other, the police have no

reason to go. When they go they say "Well, we'll give you a break,
we won't take you in'. One time, if they leave that area and go

in your area and do that, the militia will pe there. The key will
be thrown away. So, if you're worried about those kinds of things,
if your police force will do it's job, you're not going to have that

" pecause if the man is a nuisance, he can be taken out of there. You

know, if that's what your thinking is - it's going to be a nuisance
or the parking and speeding. They don't have it in other segments
of the town. They don't have it in other clubs. I'm sure that every
club has arguments and disagreements and what—-have-you ~ but it is-
rather funny that we have looked at several other pieces of land
and when it came time to - Yyou know, they didn't know if they
could get the money - when they got the money some thing else
nappened and that's rather strange and I, you know, they gave
reasons and it's their reasons. But it does seem rather strange.
So the only thing I'm suggesting is that - I think you ought to
think about it because the weather is here; gonna have to go some-~
where, and you know it's really up to you. I don't see any reason
why you can't give a great deal of consideration to what - what

is happening. There is some — OF there should be some commitment
from the City to place this man somewhere. Now, whether it's

that place or where - 1 think they've got some responsibilitye.
We've already put many of them out of business and maybe it's time
that stopped.

- CHM. SHAW

Thank you.

MR. BILL SNEED .

What we talked about here tonight didn't impress mie too much so
far. 1I'm not too concerned about this place he's trying to get
now - I'm concerned about it too, put I know the other people
that are concerned. This is the -most critical one of all the
places. I was very much concerned about the VFW. I think if

a man has the money to buy a puilding in.the city, that there's
no question about it - everybody knew what kind of business he
was going to run. If he got the money to buy the building -~
sell him the building. If be don't live up to par, put him out
of there. That's what the law is for. I cantt understand how
that building - you jockeyed around with that building - it's
for sale, for sle, tight money - when the money freed up you
could borrow money. Then the building went off sale. That was
a joke. I heard you people talk about the Redevelopment Agency =
well, I want to tell you the truth, tell it like it is -~ the
Redevelopment Agency in this city is doing some strange things.

T can understand why there's nobody here, and that le tter that
they sent - here is a joke. (1aughter). The Redevelopment Adgency
has done nothing for this man but sold him down the river like
they have done all the other blacks doen in that neighborhood.
I'm telling it like it is - it might not sound too good to you.
LM e A e T T e ahle to buv the VFW. He had the money.
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If he had been a white man, he could have bought it. The reason
was they didn't like the kind of business he ran down there -~ some-
thing of that nature - they say he'll do it up here - we'll have
them all up here -~ that kind of thing. Then I say Yyou should have
sold him the building, and if he didn't live up to the standards,
close him up. That's what you do for the white people. Well,

that one vanished. Then they moved up to the — I don't know the
name of the building - T always called it Saint Aloysious Hall.

T heard he was going to buy that. Everything was all set there.

He was ready to sell - then something happened there. The bishop

‘didn't show up or something. Now this pullding we are talking

agout now - this iz the most critical spot that he's attempted to
buy. Now, there's people living out in front there. I looked at
this place. Now, I know these people must have a lot of mixed
emotions about - you know — even if they were whites going to

come there, they would be saying something. So I am not going

to harp much about this, but I am talking about the first two
puildings. He should have been able to buy those buildingsi and

you can't tell me that this was an accident or something like that —
it was just plain downright prejudice. That's all it was. If

he had been a white man, he could have bought either one of those
buildings. (applause) I want to make it very brief - I have a
daughter. She's up against the same xind of thing. She has a
beauty parlor down the street - down on Main Street and they closed
her down in January, 1974, Redevelopment did that. They didn't

- want to give her no kind of compensation after a year. They

wanted to give her almost a total of nothing - get out and go
somewhere. They don't care where you go. Get out of there. Now,
that HUD (inaudible few words - sounds like"doesn't said that);

and these people are not 1iving up to what - to the HUD standards;

and there is nobody in the City put the pressure on these people.
They're rinning loose up there, and wow - they're doing what they
please up there. I don't know how long it's going to last, but
they're doing it now, and this man should have had the first building-
not the second or third (applause.making last remark about
Redevelopment's letter inaudible)

CHM. SHAW

Before we go on, I would 1ike to make one statement. I hope it's
clear, I don't mean to antagonize - I don't mean to criticize -
We have andhave had nothing to do with any building - any other
application which this Club's had. ‘e would like very much to
judge fairly the application which comes tonight. e want to
talk about this piece of property and the appropriateness of the
use that it has been (inaudible word). I hope that you will be
able to direct your attention and your comments to this and let's
not bring in the other areas which have gone before. Like I said
pefore, we have had nothing to do with 1it. It did not come before
us - these are between buyer and seller - not between any agency
of the City of Middletown.

MR. BILL SNEED

. Excuse me if you please. (Inaudiblé) basis of what's happening

now, whatlt's happened at the other places.

CHM. SHAW,
This is the first time it has come before this Commission. We

would like to talk about this piece of property rationally -
clearly« as clear as we can possibly do s0. I'd appreciate it
G Ly O e o mamments to this piece of propertye.
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CHM. SHAW :
Now, we have two people standing forward. Would one defer to

the other - go ahead -

MR., WILLIE WAL TON

I've been involved in Middletown for ten to twelve years now,

and T wasbne of those that had to leave the redevelopment area in
the south end because I was running Topps and I had a very, very
good time with the organization and got a lot of flak from all
kinds of people for the simple reason that they didn't give the
kids and me a chance, and the only thing I'm saying for the Good
Will Club - I see that there is a lot of opportunity to look at a
1ot of these young people who was in the club that I used to run
before who are now young teenagers and willing to work and do
something to betterment Middletan area and I would like to see

Mr. Davis give those kids an opportunity plus there's a couple of
other clubs around town who affiliated - kind of like Mr. Davis,

He has been kind of like the overseer, father for all of us and

am not saying we are here for any racial thing but we would like

to take a look at what's going on, and if there is any consideration
at all or any kind of mankind at all from this Board, I would like

_to see Mr. Davis get the place because I went through the same

problem trying to find a place to relocate and there was just
nothing and the summer's coming up and I know that the citizen's
of Middletwwn, as far as I am concerned, I think has wrote off
kids two years ago. We don't think of anything for young people
to do anymore, but if you want to keep things down and people
working happily, youtfve got to give them something to do. Mr.
Davis is trying to otfer that to the City of Middletown. I hope
you take it under conslderation.

CHM. SHAW
Thank you.

MR. TOMMY MOSES

My name is Jacula Tommy Moses and I work here in Middletown. I

was born and raised in Middletown and I grew up with damn nearly
everybody in here including Cup. You know -~ I've known him all my
life too, and I know that every day that I wake up - you know -

a couple of things come into my mind. First I thank somebody that
I'm glad I'm here, thank God that I'm here, and then I think about-
about - well, I guess I'll go down to Bucks to see where everybody
else is at. What everybody else is into - andhopefully, I can get
into something. You know, I could find something to do and every-
body else in here- everybody standing up on the wall - everybody

in these chairs znd this Committee really ought to think about it-
suit yourself — I ain't blaming it on no Commission or nothin?',

but if he don't get a break that mean I don't get a break and I
ain't goin' for it. That's all. (applause.)

MS. EVE SANGS ’

Like Tommy, I'm part of this club too. Mr. Davis here sponsors us
on a baseball team that so farwe've been playing. This is our
second vear playing. If it wasn't for Mr. Davis here, we wouldn't

‘be able to play, and also if it wasn't for Mr, Davis, I wouldn't

have any place to go when my head gets uptight - and I need some
place to relax, vou know — and It's with my people; and if Mre. Davis
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"~  doesn't get a break, like Jacula says, then I won't get a break.

(applause)

CHM. SHAW
Is there anyone else who wishes to speak for this proposal?

Anyone at all?

-MR. DAVIS

We will cut if off there.

COMM. MATTEO
Neil wants to talk. That's OK, Earl. Let him tal k.

NEII, GREENWAY

Ttye lived in Middletown for a number of years. At the present

time we've got an organization in Middletown called the Social

Gents, Mr, Davist? facility has been our only meeting place, and
that's been in existence for more than a year and a half, If .
this place goes out of business, I don't know what we're going

to do, We'lre an organized grup and we do have a place to meet

as of now,

CHM, SHAW
Thank you. Anyone else who wishes to speak for this proposal?

1f not, I wish to now turn the card over the other side and ask
if there is any one who wishes to speak in opposition to this

propoSal?’ Anyone at all?

MRS, MARY TOMCZAK
T live at 1 Omo St, Our property is adjacent east side to the

property this private club is coming in, I strongly oppose it,
because this will interfere with our privacy which we enjoy=2d
for 15 years, This will bring noise, extra hours of traffic in

~and out day and night, drugs might be seen, Ve feel this area

isn't a suitable place for a club, We private home owners are
circled around this area, This will endanger our children from
coming and going to school., It will bring more speeders added
to our speeding problem already. OQur area is already full of
various projects ~ also corner of Walnut and River Road; Walnut
and Omo; Walnut and Maplewood Terrace are bus stops. We have
about 15 buses coming daily., Too, the property is poorly situated
with a bank and private homes on each side, Mr, Chairman, 1
strongly oppose this, I am sure all here would stand up and
express their opposition, Mr. Chairman, for your records, I
would like to present you with a signed petition opposing this
private club, Thank you, (applause)

CHM, SHAW
Is there anyone else who wishes to speak in opposition to this

proposal?

MR, JOSEPH CHIKER \ '
T live at 38 Walnut Street, Retired, I happen to be one of the
senior citizens of Walnut St. I have lived here for some 50 years

and, of course, the environment has changed a lot the last 10 - 15

- years or so, No., with this permit that these people are asking

for, will endanger our way of life all the more. We have child~
ren on this street, We have to look for their security, There
ol T eidewalks. no roads, and you might just as well say
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in a third grade condition; and, according to that, I wouldn't
say this was the right place for any club, As a matter of fact,
in these days of automobiles, it seems to me all of your clubs
are beginning to move out into the outskirts, Why this private
club is trying to locate among us at the present time, I cannot
understand, This, of course, remains to be seen whether they
were allowed to come in there before time or whether they can't
find any other available space, 1 would think there's more space
out in the outskirts of the city somewhere and, as far as private
¢lubs are concerned, no one can tell me that they're being run on
the same ideas and principles as a fraternity club, There's
really a big difference between the two. A fraternity club =~
they have their rules = strict rules they go by = they're
strictly a membership club, A private club, in my opinion, is
strictly for private = for moneéy making and that's about all
they're there for., No one in this world will try to convince

me to say that they'll try to run a private club on the same prin-
ciple as a fraternity club. The di.fference is like day and
night, There has been several classical examples here in this -
town of different private clubs that have been operating here

for the last few years., There'!s none of them that showed any
results = anything to me to show proof to me that they should

be allowed to be entering into our private 1ife, I thank you,
Mr, Chairman, (applause)

CHM, SHAW ,
Anyone else who wishes to speak in opposition to this proposal?

Anyone at all?

MRS, MARY PAGERINO
I live on Walnut St, I just want to voice my opposition to this

club, Reasons mostly traffic, people with children, and these
parking, I am sure they'll want to park along the vhole street
pecause there isn't enough parking in that property. That!s all,

- (applause)

CHM, SHAW
Thank you.

MRS, MARY YOUNG .
I object to this club, Wetve had a peaceful neighborhood and,

of course, there will be traffic more and, according to the con-
ditions that I've seen around this club, it's very bad, Everyone
that ever passed Union Street = you could see how it looked around
there, We don't want the neighborhood to look like that and we do
have machinery but in ~ shops are cleed at night, trucks are nut
running, and we do have children and, of course, we feel that we
would like to have the zoning just as it is, We don't think it's
a nice place for a club, Thank you. (applause)

CHM, SHAW
Ts there anyone else who wishes to speak in opposition to this

proposal?

MR, LESTER MC ARTHUR
T 1® in the area, 1 would like to get dowvn to basics on this,
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Now, if I can show =~ make a little past history = when they put
a housing project in the area, that was an industrial zonej and

to the convenience of the = I'm sorry to say ~ our sick City
politicians = we are a sick city - Middletown is sick, I'm =~

Itve (inaudible) all my life = quite a few people know me. The
city is sick, You rezoned it for the certain few who didn't want
the housing project to go in their area so they rezoned it to a
Residential ~ to some conveniences, So they did it, I've knowm
Mr, Davis for years-he's been a friend of mine for years = I
understand what his objective is and I don't blame him -~ for he's
been turned down on several occasions to buy a place, Now, back
to what I was saying, Now you want to rezone it agdn just because
a few of the politicians = a few of the people ~ don't want
Mr, Davis to get relocated in their area so now what we!ll do ~
welll rezone it back to a residential area, So = s0 here we go
again, Now, I don't know if anyone has been inthe area and seen
where Mr, Davis plans to relocate, You do not have enough land and
area there to put up any kind of a club., Let's be honest, Let's
not kid ourselves., I don't blame Mr, Davis to try to take advan=~ -
tage, Sure ~ I don't blame him, yes. He has to go somewhere
because they won't let him go in other areas, Hets tried to and
nobody let him go so what's he going to do? He's got to go
somewhere, For God's sake, when is Middletown going to wake up?
What'!s wrong with the citg? What's wrong with it? That's what

T have to say. (applause

CHM, SHAW
Is there anyone else who wishes to speak in opposition to this

proposal?

MR, EDDIE GRITSEL

My name is BEddie Gritsel, 6 Omo St, I am opposed to the zoning
change to accommodate a club on Walnut St. Due to the hazardous
traffic conditions, those are also no sidewalks and everyone,

- gspecially children, using the roads to walk to towvm or anything,

That's it., Thank you, (applause)

- MS, GENEVIEVE BROWN '
1T live on Omo St, I look at it this way ~ a hundred members =

100 guests - How many card? Now that -~ if anybody has a party on
Omo Street = we can't get into our own parking place, (applause)
1f Mr, Davis has that kind of money, why doesn't he settle on the
outskirts like the Elks do, What a beautiful spot they've got.

(applause),

MS, JOSEPHINE STARR :
I'm Josephine Starr and the club will be right next to my home and

if they knock the house down, then all the cars and everything =
the lights will be all night almost to my kitchen, Now the house
‘i so close to my home that any time they put the lights to the
next do9r house I can see it right through mine and I think it
wouldn't be right for a club to be there because it's too close
to my home, Very close, (applause)

CHM, SHAW
Thank you,

MS, ELEANOR STARR
I live at the same address, If this club is going to be open day

S i oht  wherels our privacy for sleep., Now, we have to get up
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MS, ELEANOR STARR (cont'd)
and go to work in the morning. A lot of those people don't

. work, (applause)

CHM, SHAW _
Is there anyone élse who has any further remarks to make?

MRS, JAGODA ' -
T 1live on Walnut Street and the only problem that I could see is

therets a lot of children going to school. There's 300 children
in the morning waiting in the street running back and forth,
There's no policeman as it is now, They don't stop for the buses
now ~ how are they going to stop for the buses then? I drive a
school bus myself, and I have that problem, They do not stop
now = how are they going to stop then? They'll never stop.
Whether they're black =~ whether they're white = what color they
are, There's. too many kids, There's 15 buses daily going in
that street. They Just wodt stop. (applause)

CHM, SHAV
Surprise witness,

ATTY, CARTELLI
My name is Atty. Cartelli of Middletown, I represent specifically

one individual ~ Salvatore Marino who owns property on Walnut St,.
specifically Walnut St, He is not adjacent to - but very close to
the rpoperty that we are talking about, and I've waited to hear

the cmments from both sides, My intention is to avoid the over-
tones which have been suggested during part of the meeting = that's
not part of this ~ it shouldn't be, The Redevelopment Agency has
nothing to do with this = absolutely nothing,

AUDIENCE MEMBER

Tt most certainly do.

ATTY, CARTELLI
This area has been described as an industrial area, a business

‘area, and perhaps it is. In part =~ in great part it's a residen-

tial area. (applause)

L]

CHM, SHAW
I don't believe we need applause at each point,

ATTY, CARTELLI.
If you will look at the petition which has been submitted opposing

this application, Omo Street, Walnut Street, Fifth Ave,, River
Road, Silver Street, Maple Place, Maplewood, Chestnut = these

are all streets in this immediate area. T don't know how many
children are out there = 300 children = 400 children ~ many
children, You!se listening to retirees -~ people who have lied
there =~ and I'm not that old but 1 know from my living in
Middletown, that this area was an old = originally Polish area, .
Many of those people still live dovn there ~ they're old folks,
they're retirees, No one considers anybody else a nuisance per se.
T+1s the activities that these people conduct that might become

a nuisance; and to judge whether or nob it will become a nuisance,
T think that past history = trap (sounds like traph)



