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Blighted houses need to be refurbished or knocked down
-Lenny Mack
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_|Strengthen programs for jobs; try to build up industries and places for
people to work. --Resident

I’D LIKE TO SEE THE STREETS BUSY!
--RESIDENT
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MIDDLETOWN IS MISSING DECENT PLAYGROUNDS.




WORKSHOP PROCESS

THE YALE URBAN DESIGN “CHARRETTE”

The North End Cormmunity Workshop is based on the char-
rette process of participatory urban design used by the Yale
Urban Design Workshop (YUDW) and many other groups.
The goal of the highly participatory Charrette/ Workshop is
to engage public interest and involvement in a “conversa-
tion" about common goals and thereby to empower the cit-
izens of the neighborhood, town or city to shape their own
environment. By building a community of interest, the work-
shop process maximizes input, education and ccordination
for a synergy of ideas and proposals leading not only toward
a realizable plan, but a mechanism for refining the plan and
continuing the conversation beyond the workshop event.

The North End Community Workshop was more than just
a two-day event; it involved muttiple phases, each essential to
mobilizing the community to create new dialogue and inter-
est over the importance of planning issues.

PREPARATION PHASE

The neighborhood based organization, North End Action
Team (NEAT), students from Wesleyan University and the
Middletown Planning and Zoning Commission worked with
the YUDW team to work with the community and collect
relevant site data for resource boards for the Workshop;
describing existing proposals, images of the town, land use
and more.

PROGRAMMING PHASE

Members of NEAT and the Planning & Zoning Commission-
er worked with the Yale Urban Design Workshop to estab-
lish initial programming parameters for research,

THE WORKSHOP

The North End Community Workshop took place Friday,
May 8 to Saturday, May 9th, 1998 at Deliverance Haven
Church in Middletown. It concluded with a public presenta-
tion of the work generated in the Workshop on Saturday
afternoon.

Friday and Saturday was an open house including a series of
scheduled seminars and meetings with consultants. Repre-
sentatives from the city of Middletown worked with a large
number of residents who came to express their ideas and
participate in the meetings.

FoLLow-Up

During this time the Yale team further elaborated on the
plans and proposals that were begun in the Workshop and
started to compile information into this report. The North
End Community Workshop is, however; an on-going process
involving further meetings and planning with continued com-
munication from the community. This report records this
process as it has evolved to this point.
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diverse.

The North End is rich in culture, rich in arts, and

What drew me to Middletown was the old architectural
design of downtown buildings and the Wesleyan campus.
-Resident

- Lisa Janero
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We need more areas for kids to go and play; a community space.
-- Employee in North Main Street business

PLANT DAFFODILS. --
RESIDENT




INTRODUCTION

The Yale Urban Design Workshop was invited by the city of
Middletown, Connecticut to hold a Workshop in order to
develop a plan for the reinvigoration of the city's North End.
Understanding that a community-based planning process is
the most valuable method of establishing priorities and con-
sensus toward a strategy for action, the City of Middletown
engaged the YUDW to begin the research and preparation
phases of the process during the summer and fall of 1997.
During the preparation phase the YUDW met with the
Urban Homesteading Task Force, the grassroots organization
NEAT, local landlords, and members of the Wesleyan Com-
munity. Additional consultants were also hired to examine
specific areas of concern that were identified by the above
named groups. Not only was this a time to listen to the var-
ious constituents, but it was also a period when the project
was looked at from various points of view: urban design,
architecture, housing, retail and economic development,
streetscape and landscape design.

The North End Community Workshop was based on the
process of participatory urban design. The goal of a highly
participatory Charrette/Workshop is to engage public inter-
est and involvement in a "conversation” about common
goals thereby empowering the citizens of the neighborhood
to shape their own environment. By forging a community of
interest, the workshop process maximizes input, education,
and coordination for a synergy of ideas and proposals lead-
ing not only toward a realizable plan, but also to a mecha-

nism for refining the plan which allows for the continuation
of the conversation beyond the workshop event.

Many specific ideas were generated at the Workshop as to
how the North End could develop in the future. Specific ini-
tiatives around streetscape design, economic development,
signage, and previous planning efforts have all been consid-
ered. During the Workshop, additional issues and interests
of North End residents were added to the preliminary
scope that was developed in the initial planning phases.

Qur role as designers was 1o listen to all ideas and translate
them into design proposals. These proposals do not pre-
scribe solutions, but rather articulate principles for future
development which can easily be transformed and amended
as circumstances change, all toward making the North End a
better place to live, work, and play. The following report out-
lines these design suggestions in relation to specific study
areas, and also includes notes of issues raised during the
Workshop as a documented log and reference of the con-
cerns and hopes of the citizens of Middletown, CT.

Much credit needs to be extended to the members of
N.EAT and the Wesleyan community for their unflagging
engagement in the workshop process.
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-- GREGORY BLACK

WHY NOT START ATEAM COOP? WE COULD SELL
LOCAL VEGETABLES, PIES AND CRAFTS.

THIS NEIGHBORHOOD NEEDS AN IDENTITY.
== MILLER STREET RESIDENT
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The library could be more involved in the North End
| - Arthur Meyers




MIDDLETOWN & THE NORTH END HISTORY

EARLY HISTORY

Middletown was officially established as a community in
1653. In the late 1600's Middletown covered a far greater
area than it does today, extending from what is now a sec-
tion of Rocky Hill south to Haddam, west to include much
of what is now Berlin, and east to include East Hampton and

Portland.

The town's commerce relied almost entirely on its connec-
tion to the sea. During the fifty years before the guns of
Lexington, Middletown enjoyed booming times, because
merchants developed an extensive trade between New
England and the West Indies. By the time of the Revolution
fully one third of the population was engaged in maritime
trade and merchant activities. Following the revolution,
trade resumed once again and Middletown merchants sent
their ships to New York City and down to the West Indies
again. After 1810, however, commerce in general declined
and trade centered only in large cities like Boston, New York,
Philadelphia and Baltimore. With this shift, enterprise in
Middletown turned to manufacturing.

One of the most significant fixtures of Middletown is Wes-
leyan University which was launched in 1831 under Presi-
dent Wilbur Fisk. Charles Dickens is reputed to have con-
sidered High Street, where Wesleyan fronts, the most beau-
tiful in America; it is this street where some of the most suc-
cessful Middletown residents built their mansions in the

nineteenth century. Not only was Wesleyan University
established in Middletown the city also opened a high
school in 1840, the state opened a hospital in 1868, and in
|875 the Russell Library was established by Mrs. Frances
Ann Russell in memory of her husband, a prominent Mid-
dletown merchant and trader.

EARLY DEMOGRAPHICS

In the 1800's Middletown was largely Protestant and Con-
gregationalist, and almost entirely Anglo Saxon. In the nine-
teenth century the Irish were the first new immigrants to
arrive in numbers, followed by the Germans, Swedes, and a
small number of ltalian people. During the twentieth cen-
tury many more [talian, Polish, and German pecple have
arrived. The dominant ethnic group today in Middletown is
Italian. Though many have come from Northern Italy, there
have been a substantial number arriving from Melilli, Sicily.
Middletown's population in 1900 was 17,464, and by 1919
immigration had increased it to almost 21,000.

VVORLD WAR | AND THE GREAT DEPRESSION

During the first part of this century, Middletown helped
fight World War | and subsequently enjoyed an expanding
abundance. It oversubscribed most of the Liberty Loans,
and its factories, such as Russell Manufacturing, had shifted
to produce war material. After the war Middletown
enjoyed prosperity during the 1920's. New houses went up
in many parts of the city, and the brickyards in the Newfield
area flourished.
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Early aerial view circa 1800
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-STEVE GREEN

THE NEIGHBORHOOD NEEDS MORE FOCUS ON A PEDESTRIAN SCALE

GREEN SPACE!




