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publiic sewar and weter systems do noi cxpend wery far beyond the limits of the Pirvat
Taxing Distvick, which renders cuvzent, lutensive rasidential oy ven-vesidentdal
davelspment infensible for the wajor portien af the City. Seil condltleons ave
genarally asuch thai pyivate $éwag@ digposal end water supply systems cannot b
gwnloyed for futensive land uses.

The econsmy of the commumity f¢ vather evenly divided between fatail trade,
centoved on Main Street, and manufacturing, which iz generally concaptvated ia the
avass served by public sewer and watey ayét@mse Tha tax base places a relatively
hesvy burden on the howme owner, and inocveased industezialization iz called faow te provids
a batkay balanca in the bax struchture.

Middletewn®s pasition as an agxieulturél centar, pavticulerly in dalvying, fis
known, The Favming industvy of th@ tewn should be encourzged, and steps, principally
through zening, sheuld he taken to protect those sactions in which it has davelopad.
Otherwise, Middietown may experievce whai has zlyeady happenad in other Connecticut
pownns  the complete loss of its lacoma-preducing farmg to housing developsments.

Yhese steps should be taken not only te pretect an exiating and important industyy,
but nlse to pretect a ruxal featuve which helps wake Hiddletown an ativactive place
in which o live,

At least 0% of the land ares has limited ussabilivy for future developeent
havauze of 1te taz-ezempt atatus. The highway systiam gerving Middietown is soon
to undergo a considerable change as 8 vesuit of constrzuction by the State Highway
Bapartment, This develepment will enhsuce Middletounte positfon as 8 regional shopping
centey, 84 well as iep growing position ss & dexmitony commundty for the largex
fudusteial centexs te the novth.

Fhe Aly Fovee atemie rvesearch Faclilicy te be lecataed in the Meropas gectieon wiil
ipnerease the demands on Middletown¥s shopping facllitles, gschool systems, utiliiies

gystasms, and residential land.
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Ehue, appreciablie development in Middieiows wust be anticlvatved within the
foresesble fubuve, which will woke considervable demands on the available and usuvahle
land, wrilitios, and other atvvibutes of the commamity. Ii is the Ffunction of vthis
General Ylan to antlcipate and provide Lowx these develasyments Jn such a way that
the mawimun advantage te the Clty at Iarge will be received. Through vevised zoning,
subdivision vegulstiong; bullding and housing codes, and urban redavelopwent, this
General Plan can be pubt inte effect o schieve this result.

Within this framework of knewa facts about the comuurity, and anticivated
develspments in the anear future, the Comaiszien on the Cley Plan has adspted the
following gulding principleg as a weans of belping to matlatain Middletown ag the
rural city chat 1 is:

Y. The pozition of the downtown distvict ay the shepping center for the City

pad suryounding avea should be retained. Developnent of lavge scale commevelal

centers fn any other section should non be fostevad. Small, limited, developaent

of neighhovhood shopping centers providing only convenience shopping should be
provided for. The location of the centws) husiness digtrice, divectly on & major
anpressway system fvem which vave can easily get into downtown, must net be
wasted. The Clby has vnpavalleled spparxunity Found in faw, Lf any, othew

eivles, through redevelopment of fhe East Side and the viverfrent, te increass

its tax vevenuss, to incyesse litg commervcial activities, and to advertise it
self through a show window & mile long.

LL. Loand must be mude avatlable for the expansion of existing industey and fov the
aeivaction of new indugtyry. Hecause of the uvgency of providing facilities for
industwial expansion, aveas fov industrial use must be selecied on the basis of
{1} velation to the rest of the cemmunity , (2) availability of aud accezs to Sl
cransportation facllities, (3} gvaiiaiiiity of the wtilities of sewsr and water, =

{4} puitabilicy and practicabiiicy in velation te topography snd sofl. S

ITl,  CGreaber contvol over residentinl development to the henefit of the Clty as a
whole wist be achleved through strougey zoning vegulations almed at providing
varyiag types of residentlal aveas with lot gizes and densities in havmony with
topagraphy, soil and locatilon, and through stwvengthensd gubdivision regulations
strictly applied. This purpsse s not ve prohibit residential building, bur e
meke cevtalin that "bulld-in™ blighted sreas ave not enceouvasgad. We nazad only
travel through certain pavts of Connecticut te see future slums alveady huile.
Thwough a careful vevision of the zening ovdinance and map and the subdivision
regulations, based on this General Plan, the Cley can aveid the fastering of
temcrrow?s blighted areas and ruval sluwms. .

On these principles the General Plan msp has been prepared. The move detailed ared

specific sugpestlons and recemmendations whilech follew ave predicated o1 z%@ n;g

and bave been keved vo the Ganvral Plaw Map,
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