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Penny Press Building;

(il DESCRIPTION

"BUILDING NAME: Common: Middletown Press Building Historic: Alsop-King Building

. TOWN/CiTY:  Middletown VILLAGE: COUNTY:  Middlesex
_STREET & NUMBER (and/or location): 472 Main Streect :

_OWNER(S): The Middletown Press Publishing Company PUBLIC ¥ PRIVATE
_USE: Present: Offices Historic:  Commercial o o

. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road:_Xyes no

Interior accessible: Xyes, explain Toffice use no

E

Italianate Commercial DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1874-1874

7.STYLE OF BUILDING:

8 MATERIAL(S) (indicate use or location when appropriate;:
__clapboard ___asbestos siding
—__wood shingle __asphalt siding
__board & batten _X stucco
—_aluminum siding ___concrete: type:
___other:

.STRUCTURAL SYSTEM:
___wood frame:__ post and beam___bailoon
X _load bearing masonry ___structural iron or steel

X _ brick

_ fieidstone

_.. cobblestone

X__ cutstone: type:

brownstone

foundation
{under stucco)

___other:
10. ROOF : type:
___gable X flat ___mansard ___monitor ___ sawtooth
—gambrel ~__shed ___hip ___round ___ other -
material:
___woodshingle _ roll asphalt  ___ tin ___slate
___asphalt shingle _? built up ___tile ___other:
11. NUMBER OF STORIES: 33 APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: __128'x22"
12. CONDITION: Structural: ___excellent X good.. . __ fair __ deteriorated
Exterior: ___excellent X good- .o fair . deteriorated
13. INTEGRITY: Location: _*on original site__ moved, when: '
Alterations: __no X yes, explain: _Storefront altered
14. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES:

__barn __shed __. garage ___other landscape features or buildings:
___carriage house __shop ___ garden

15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: _
—open jand ——woodland  __ residential  __scattered buildings visible from site
——commercial _—industrial — rural X_high building density

16. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS: The Alsop-King Building is located

on the north end of Main Street, just north of Washington Street., This area has many three- and

four- stery commercial structures built in the late 19th century. Directly to the north of
the Alsop-King Building is a 3%-story Italianate commercial structure and to the south is a
41-story Victorian commercial building.




17. QTHCR &QTASLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE {interior and,!or exter:oa'}
B "’h;z.r’d-—s uory br'ackei:s

SIGNIEICANCE. S
L Architect: " L Builder:

18, HISTORICAL OR ARCHWEC’?URAL EM?ORTANCE The AL sopr:Lng Bulidl”ig, 4?’2 Main Street
wag built around 1874 by Joseph Alsop. - During its first thirtee the building

- served assorted retail firms. TIn 1889 the King family purchas' 2 uzldlng and used
it to ‘house both The Sentinel Witness and The: Penny Press’ newspapers - The Middletown
Press. Publishing Company bought the Alsop—Klng Bullawng an 1919 and presentiy uses the
structure for its offices.

The Alsop-King Bullding is typical of the brlck commerC1al stractures oul?t on Main

- Street after the Civil War. - It is 3i-stories in héight and three'bays wide on the facade..

- Four pairs of wooden brackets suppori the cornpice. with other wzndows between the brackets.

" The. ground floor has been allered, with a colonial. ped_ment marxlng the entranceway ihe

- overallarchitectural scheme.of this building is simples:

: ‘The' Alsop-King Building, together with the similar s uc

"ome_Qf”ﬁae first buildings constructed in. the postwCivii ¥
‘north-end. Moreover, 1is long association Wlth ﬁhe press:dn

'3-1ng a&ézﬁ&on&l historical sxgnlfzcance. -

569«5?4 Mam Sweeu, ig
ommex*cz.al development of 'the
Middletoun lends the buz?d-f«_

. PHOTOGRAPH

pmcgmphe; Elizabeth Lobmis
“dater. 12778 — view; ___west
negative on file: _Roll 56, #A4-45
CGMP%E.ﬁ{} BY . R
hame:, David Engstrom date: 2779

organization: Ureater MIddletown Préservatiod TrPUST '
address; </ washington ST., Middletown, Co. UDLST ...

19. SOURCES: Middletown Land Records; Middletown
City Directories; 1874 Beers 4tlas; 1877 Bailey
Map. .

20, SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS:

21 THREATS TO BUILDING QR SITE;
_Xnone known __highways ___vandalism developers __ other:
___renewsal __private __ deterioration __ zoning — explanation:
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