Generated by Foxit PDF Creator © Foxit Software
http://www.foxitsoftware.com For evaluation only.

Dear Fell ow M ddl et own Resi dent s, March 13, 2009

On behal f of the Planning and Zoning Commi ssion, | would like to invite you to
participate in creating the city’s Plan for Conservation and Devel opment. W need peopl e
fromall over the city to share their ideas about what we can do differently in

M ddl etown, and how to nmake it a better place to live.

As you may or may not know, the state requires cities to update their Plans every 10
years. This plan (sonetines considered the zoning plan) will guide growth for the next
10 years and many years beyond. In Decenber, | volunteered to direct the effort as a P&
Commi ssioner. | think this is the nost inportant project we can be involved with as
citizens. | especially want to nmake it an enjoyabl e and thought - provoki ng experience for
everyone who partici pates.

The first question many of you probably are asking is, “Wat is this Plan?”

Let nme summarize it in plain English. The state says (see attached) we can plan for
ourselves in any manner we see fit: we deci de where we want different things to happen
inthe city, what are our priorities, and what precautions we will take to protect our
resources. VWE create our own reality. The Mddletown we see today is a result of
decisions made in the 1960's and a reflection of the conventional planning ideas of that
time.

So the job ahead of us is to decide what we want. No one el se can deci de what we want
our city to ook like, where best to concentrate new devel opnent, and what to conserve,
except us.

VWhat’ s our vision? Wthout a conmmon belief about what we want our city to becone, how do
we nmake deci sions, especially how best to use public nmoney? W need a shared conviction
so we realize goals even through different political adm nistrations and econom c

cycl es.

Once we decide what we want, we' |l describe ideas in detail. Details help us to have
increased faith. The clearer a picture can be seen in our mnds, the nore quickly it can
be brought into our physical world. The best way to determ ne which details work best is
by testing different ideas on paper, at different scales. In the 2009 phase, we wl|
sinply identify areas that we want to concentrate new devel opnent and what areas we
would like to see protected. In the years ahead, nore detailed plans will be created for
every nei ghborhood. These naster plans, created wi th nei ghborhood residents working with
urban designers and planners, will show the best |ocations for new streets, transit
links, areas for new devel opnent, parks and other civic uses. For each master plan, a
new form based (zoning) code will be witten just for that nei ghborhood to ensure new
devel opnent foll ows the nei ghborhood s vision

So we’'re looking for a few good nen and wonen, nostly people who like to put in their 2
cents. You do not need to know anythi ng about planning. You don't need to know pl anni ng
terms. You just need to say you'll cone to 4 very conveniently schedul ed neetings,
you' Il listen to ideas and think about them and then share your thoughts about what

m ght work. What nmakes you ideal for this job is that you LIVE here, shop here, nmaybe
even work here. | aminviting anyone who wants to participate to contact me anyway you
prefer.

Hope to hear fromyou soon, Catherine Johnson
161 Col l ege Street, M ddl etown 06457 Tel. 343-1611 cat heri ne.johnson@net . net



