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William Warner, Director

: » July 29, 2009
Dept. of Planning, Conservation & Development

City of Middletown

245 deKoven Drive
- P.O. Box 1300 '

Middletown, CT 06457-1300
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Dear William: '

. As discussed with you, Mayor Giuliano and me foday at the Mayor’s office, this is 4 confirmation of Millane
Nurseries” desire to continue farming on the land owned by the City of Middletown and leased to Millane
Nurseries, Inc. (MNI) for the five (5) year period of January 2006-2011. These 7 small parcels that we rent

*are located in the Maromas .area and total 34 acres (of the 256 acres that was given/deeded to the city by the
State of Connecticut in 2005 with specific-use deed restrictions). We have been farming this land since the.
s 1980’s and we wish to extend/renew our lease for another 5 year period through 2016. We have no desire to

purchase this property; but we are hoping to rent a small additional bit of the adjoining City land currently
hayed by another farmer who has no formal agreement with the City.

As a reminder of what type of agriculture we do, we arc a 4™ generation tree farmer that employs over 75
local people and who battles weather, floods, beavers, deer, bugs, thieves, vandals, and many other factors
most often beyond our control in a very, very difficult economic time. In particular on this Middletown
land, MINI mostly grow high-quality Pines along with a few speciaity Spruce for the New England
landscape market. These particular evergreen plants require a minimal amount of pesticide & fertilizer
applications. As mutually agreed when our lease was approved by-the various Middletown boards in 2005,
MNI agreed-to (and since has repeatedly gone above and beyond) usual/normal “Best Management
Farming Practices” to further minimize fertilizer and pesticides on these 7 fields. MNI Farms hundreds of
acres of other land in Middletown, Portland and Cromwell where these extraordinary efforts are not .
required. As a bonified farmer in Connecticut, we qualify for a few farming exemptions such as “no sales
tax” for farming equipment and also 490 property tax relief. We get no state or federal farm subsidies, nor
any bail-out monies. ‘

As you pointed owt, our lease with the City has an early termination clause, which if exercised by the City,
would essentially evict us to allow other development to occur; and causing an undue hardship to MNI, 1
sincerely hope that this does not happen, that you do not force us to vacate any of these parctls, and that you
allow us to continue to grow beautiful and beneficial evergreen trees there for many more years to come.

Very Tryly Yours, ‘ . : :

Michael MiTléme, President
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